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Genesis 12-22 The Book of Foundations

~ Abraham’s Journey of Faith

Exami ne how Abraham grew in hisfaith.

Describe the importance faith playsin a Christian's life.

Show how a Christian cultivates this faith.

Outline some practical steps for us to be men and women of faith.

Abraham’s growth in faith can be traced both by God' s revelations to him
(calling, promises, visions) as well as his own obedience in responding to God.

% Abraham'’s Journey through Time
-
.
v
E In hope against hope he believed, in
= order that he might become a father of
A many nations, (Romans 4:18)
o \ 4 v v

Leave Stayed in €alled ¢o Waited Offered his

Ur Haran €anaan for a son son

Let’slook at Abraham’slife and note four waysto build up our own faith.

A) The Call... (Genesis 12:1)

when God' s grace begins to pour into our lives.

Now the LORD said to Abram,
“Go forth from your country,

And from your relatives -
And from your father’s house, When God speaks, listen carefully.

Totheland which I will show you; Ask questions. You might not hear
from Him for a while!

L ooking Forward
Note the three ‘froms' and the two ‘tos.’

Motion and direction of God's believers 3 Major Geographical locations for incidentsin Geness \
cause disruption in the flow of the world
and enable God'’ s plans to be implemented.

L ooking Back

Bornin Ur (2008 creation)

75 Leaves Haran for Canaan. (2083 creation)
LORD appearsto him in Shechem.

86 Ishmael born in Hebron.

99 Promise of Isaac (Gen 17)

100 Birth of Isaac (Gen 20-21)

1207 Offering of Isaac on Moriah (Gen 22)

175 Abraham diesin Hebron (Gen 25)
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B.) The PrOmiseS 'y N (Genesis 12:2-3)
the surety of God’s grace in our lives.
Gen12:2 “And | will

1) Iwill make you a great (12:2a) make you a great
2) 1wil __ you (12:2b) I T
3) I will make your great (Gen 12:2c) your Qoa'}’gugﬁi ﬁgg
4} You shall be a (Gen 12:2d) MAbAWn%
5) will bless those who bless you (12:3a) %ﬁtﬂgﬁggﬁebvﬁ
€) The ocne who youlwil____ (12:3b) cursezzgtm %L' ;Trt?]ee
7)n you all the of the earth shall be blessed (12:3c) far;%?b%férfssegdth
Genesis 12:1-3

A) Blessings are from God (Gen 12:2a) Dependent on Him (His blessing)

B) Blessingsareto beshared (Gen 12:2b)  Accountableto Him (His purpose)
C) Blessings areto be multiplied (Gen 12:3) Grateful toHim  (His abundance)

We see a pattern from Genesis 1 and 2 being again repeated here. God' s goodnessis being
expressed. Where it goes, it wonderfully transforms and blesses. This of course is no different than
the power of the Gospel - God' s grace. It isal the same.

God wants us to pay attention to His ways. As Abraham’s children of faith, God has destined that

this great and glorious goodness of God to be poured through our lives. As Christians, we need not
strive for blessing as much as open our livesto His blessings. We see the pattern called ‘ THE
FLOW'’ ebb into our lives nonstop pouring out into the lives of others around us.

( l 2 }‘[E \ ’ ‘We will see that this goodness of
'God is never to end with our

lives but meant to flow out.
We need to make sure as
inddividuals, families and
churches that we all open
our lives to God' s purpose
ol spreading His good-
ness through the
world.

If ‘THE FLOW’ is stopped, then it begins decaying. Back-
s1iding well describes either the lack of opening our livesto
‘5od’ s goodness (maybe because of bitterness) or the unwill-
ingness to share what blessings God has given to us (maybe
because of worldliness or selfishness). Solutions are easy.
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C) The Method ... (Genesis 15)

the means God’ s grace flows into our lives.

By laith Abraham, when he was called, obeved by going out toa
place which he was (o receive Tor an inheritance, and he went out,
nol knowing where he was going. By [aith he lived as an alien in

the land of promise, as ina loreign famd, dwelling in tents with

[saac and Jacob, Tellow heirs of the same promise, [or he was look-
ing lor the city which has loundations, whose architect and builder is
G, (Hebrews 11:8-100)

God creates situations where we might gain more faith and so be able to safely incorporate more of His grace
into our lives so that His goodness might reach more people. Faith is crucial to this process, not just theinitial
faith needed but the pursuing faith.

God could easily have given Abraham a son or many of them. He only gave Abram a promise of many descen
dants. He had no children. Surely anyone around that heard of God’ s promise to aging Abram would laugh and
mock him. This was the challenge of hisfaith that was embedded in his name * Abram,” meaning *‘ exalted
father.’

And Hetook him outside and said, And He said to him,
“Now look toward the heavens, and “So shall your descendantsbe.” Then
count the stars, if you are ableto count he believed in the LORD; and He
them.” reckoned it to him asrighteousness.
Hagar Abraham  saan
Abraham’s |
Saac
Arebs. Moglems Ishmael Descendants
(Ge 37:25, 27, 28) < / N
. Esau
Edomites (Dt 23:7; Nu 34:3 Jacob
Nu 24:18; Josl5:1; Il Sa8:14) < (Israel)

(Bilhah) (Zilpah) (Rachel)

(Leah) N /Rachel's maid  Lesh'smaid
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah Dan Naphtali Gad Asher Joseph Benjamin
Issachar, Zebulun Dinah \ ) /\
David Manasseh Ephraim
TomRnEn, =
£ L&V (Ged9:5-7, 34:1-31) JEsUS The Lord will not leave Judah, the staff will not depart from

- Judah - (Ge49:8-12) his feet until Shiloh comes (Genesis 49: 10).
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D-) The TESting NN | (Genesis 22)

the means God’s grace abounds in our lives.

Testsof theLORD PROMISE — 3> FULFILLMENT

Waiting for God' s timing is one hard thing to do. Waiting for something to s God faithful? Will vou
happen tests both the importance of what God has said as well as our belief really wait for Him to AT
that God will fulfill His Word. Genesis 22 leaps beyond this, though, with
another kind of test, the test of sacrifice.

Thetiming test tried Abraham on endurance and suffering. Many years he had to go without. This test to sacrifice his only son Isaac,
however, tested his belief in the impossible as well as God's determination to accomplish what He would. Abraham was asked to
give up every glimmer of hope to fulfill the things that he waited for throughout his whole life.

No matter how much Abraham has prospered, the test is about who he would pass it down to. By offering up Isaac to God, Abraham
was willing to sacrifice all that he had or dreamed of . He cared less for his dreams than obedience to what God wanted.

Morality of Sacrifices
Some ask about the morality of asking a father to kill his child. The issue iy PROMISE — 3 FULFILLMENT
not easy to resolve unless one takes God's perspective. Let's first ask if it Will you give up what you have gained

was immoral to offer up Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 2:23) on the cross? If it w to accomplish that life dream from God?
immoral, then God is not holy. He has done something that violates-His per
son. Since He is holy, we must accept the fact that God can ask othersto give up their life by the hand of others,
especialy when there is a greater purpose involved. Thisiswhat we do in war, but this scene is much greater. It
is the scene of redemption and salvation. The One who set the laws of the world established what is moral by
who Heis and what He wills.

I saac was a strong teenager that was willing to give up hislife. We do not read of any sort of physical struggle to
have Isaac lie on the altar. By carrying the wood (figure of Christ carry the cross), we know Isaac was at least a
young man. It is possible that Abraham knocked him out but the context doesn’t lead us to this line of thinking.
Instead we see an obedient son laying on the altar when being bound by his father. This is the perfect picture of
Jesus who willingly gave up His life on the cross at His Heavenly Father’s request. Isaac, it seems then, wiling
ly gave up hislife at his father’ s request just as Jesus did.

Faith grows the most in life's struggles through circumstances that God puts before us.

Assignments

1. Do the following graph assignment.
» Note what year you believed on the left and this year on your right.
» Mark key times of spiritual growth and obediencein your life with atriangle.
» Mark with an X any significant struggles and doubts that kept you down.
* Draw aline graph to connect the points.
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2. Describe one faith struggle that you went through and really grew from.

3. Toalow ‘THE FLOW’ to fully operate in your life, you need to be ready to sacrifice all of your own desires, dreams, comforts and
loved ones. Meditate on Romans 12:1-2 along with Genesis 22. Picture yourself on the altar as a living sacrifice. Tell the Lord that
you are willing to give up these things that His grace and goodness might more effectively spread to the world.
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