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October 22, 2007

Dear Prayer Team,

Too Many Pots on the Stove?
Sometimes when I watch my wife prepare dinner for our large family I wonder how she can do  it all-so many pots 
and pans,and prep tools! I also wonder at how the Lord brings me through a variety of  situations too. Let me list 
some of  them. 

One morning this week, the Lord put in my mind an idea for a Gospel tract. I began working on writing the tract 
right after devotions. This will be the first in a series of  tracts that people can download, modify and print. I have 
had a burden for this for a while. A fellow preacher mentioned the need for it when I was India, but God had not 
given me specific writing ideas. This week He started to give me ideas.

The next day, the Lord put on my heart a new chapter for the long neglected Biblical counseling book. I haven’t 
had a chance to think about this book for many months. Now a clear series of  thoughts is developing into a chap-
ter for the book discussing the relationship between Biblical counseling and psychology. I also started writing that 
chapter before my busy day is in full swing (after personal devotions) and I forget what I was thinking. 

The Google search engine has yet to restore the BFF website to its 
search services. I suspect this will happen regularly in a few years when 

the anti-Christian spirit gets a bit more militant but not 
yet. I have had to spend time fixing broken links 
(connections between web pages). This has not re-
solved the problem. The biggest difficulty is that 
Google does not give any indication as to the prob-
lem or how to fix the website to get it back on its 
search function. Any help would be appreciated!

Friday, October 19th we became first-time grand-
parents. It was funny. I felt a bit nervous like when 
my wife gave birth. Christy had a very short labor 

with Joshua Del Real (7 lb, 12 oz; 20.5 inch). All is 
well. We always make room for this kind of  interruption!

Several groups are waiting for different audio files recorded in Malawi 
and India. Editing these many files takes a long time but are very help-
ful to those who have little or no resources.

Winter is coming. Linda has been patiently waiting for me to do a 
number of  jobs on her “Honey-do” list. I put off  a  few to enable me 
to have more time preparing for my almost month away from home. 
But the nice 70 degree weather is God’s grace to get a number of  these jobs done: kitchen floor, painting, trim-
ming, wood stove cleaning, etc. Now or never.

A Special 
Opportunity

We praise the Lord for bringing in 
the budgeted amount for the trip to 
India and Malawi. Unfortunately, the 
budget for this last trip went over 
$2,300 because of  the larger than 
expected number of  people at the 
India seminars. We are glad that they 
came. Instead of  150-200, we had 
over 300 at each seminar. This is 
partly because many wives came for 
the marriage and family seminar as 
well as the high interest in this topic. 
The money has been paid out of  our 
general budget. Please consider giv-
ing, if  God is leading, to this 
kingdom-expanding ministry.
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But the pans on the stove from before my trip were not taken off  as I hoped. They are still waiting attention.  I 
wanted to finish registration papers for BFF’s nonprofit status. They should be filed before Nov. 1 when BFF be-
comes an official nonprofit organization (though nonprofit giving can’t be granted until the other paperwork is 
complete). 

I thought the book on parenting was done. I submitted it, but some of  the graphics were not 300 dpi quality. I 
have been waiting for Adobe Acrobat (praise God for a good deal) for a number of  weeks. Then I will be able to 
rightly process a pdf  document for going to press.

On and on the list goes. I have folders full of  articles to be finished, edited or translated. There are the present 
tasks like preaching that cannot be put off. 

Too many pots on the stove? No, I do not believe so. In one way I am overwhelmed, but I realize that the Lord 
allows me to enter such crazy situations to remind me that He is in charge of  this ministry and that I can trust 
Him for help in these circumstances. He is sovereign. He can change a king’s heart. He will give grace to get done 
what needs to be done. 

“The king’s heart is like channels of  water in the hand of  the LORD; 
He turns it wherever He wishes.” Proverbs 21:1. 

Even the search engine debacle is one that He can somehow turn around and make up for the 75% loss of  reader-
ship since October 4th. That is 28,500 readers lost from being strengthened by God’s Word (until today the 22nd). 
I ask you to join me in asking that God would somehow recoup that loss. 

Thanks to God... Requests to God
For help for Paul with the missions message last 
Sunday.

For a few volunteer editors to help better BFF 
pages.

Praise the Lord for faith during this time when 
many things are happening at once.

Praise God for good health. Last year I put my 
back out! (That was another challenge).

Praise God that a church adopted BFF as a mis-
sion organization to support.

Trust in God to care for these many ‘pots.

Google to find the BFF website.

Paul needs to speak twice more on missions this month.

Good discipline of  time, Spirit-help, clear thought and good 
health.

More churches to adopt BFF into their budgets.

Wisdom to know how to follow up the many invitations to 
return and go elsewhere overseas.

Provision for the recent BFF trip.

Brother WP asks prayer for protection for the growing num-
ber of  believers who meet in secret in this Middle East coun-
try. They need a new place to meet.

Rev. Paul J. Bucknell, Director
Biblical Foundations for Freedom
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